Identification of novel 'expressed sequence tags' within the FHIT gene locus in human chromosome region 3p14.2.
Losses of genetic material within human chromosome regions (HCR) 3p12-p14 and 3p21-p22 are observed in various neoplasias, suggesting tumor suppressor gene (TSG) loci within these regions. HCR 3p14 is particularly interesting as it contains the t(3;8) translocation breakpoint of a hereditary renal cell carcinoma, the FRA3B fragile site, and DNA markers deleted in several types of human cancer. We here report on the identification of five novel 'expressed sequence tags' (ESTs) within 3p14.2 which map proximal to exon 9 of the candidate TSG, FHIT. These ESTs may be valuable for elucidation of the supposed TSG content in 3p14.2.